Name:__________________________
Chapter 35:  An Age of Anxiety
The decades between the two world wars were neither peaceful nor prosperous. These were anxious, uncertain years. Old certainties were shaken; the liberal ideals of the Enlightenment lost their potency. After 1929, a global depression intensified the social and political unrest, and new extreme ideologies gained momentum. Common elements of this "age of anxiety" include: 

· Disillusionment. The harsh realities of trench warfare shattered the illusions of many young intellectuals. The culture of the 1920s is characterized by uncertainty and experimentation. Old truths in science, art, and religion were challenged. Nothing seemed certain anymore. 

· Political extremism. The momentum of the nineteenth century had been toward democracy and greater inclusion of the poor, minorities, and finally women in the political process. In desperate times, many found democracy too inefficient and sought simple solutions in charismatic dictators. 

· Extreme nationalism. The Paris peace settlements both aroused and disappointed nationalist hopes, especially in Italy, Japan, and Germany. Nationalists in these countries were frustrated at being denied territory considered rightly theirs. These frustrations were channeled into militaristic parties: the Fascists and the Nazis. 

· The communist alternative. The world watched, in horror and fascination, as the communist experiment unfolded in the Soviet Union. In spite of appalling losses through civil war, forced collectivization, and political purges, the Soviet Union did appear to deliver a basic living to all citizens. With capitalist nations slumped in depression, this was an intriguing alternative. Communism was violently attacked in Italy and Germany.

Probing Cultural Frontiers (pp. 977-985) 








1. How did Hitler’s life impact his political views?

2.  In what ways is he a “personification of Europe’s age of anxiety”?

3.  How did the Great War impact the following? (Please be specific.)

	Literature & Historical Writing
	Religion
	The Idea of Progress

	
	
	


4.  What new ideas in science  and psychology emerged?  How did these ideas impact society?

5.  How did art and architecture change in this period?  
Global Depression (pp. 985-989)

Economic Problems and Collapse (describe)

	War debts
	

	Markets for raw materials 
	

	Agriculture
	

	Crash of 1929
	

	Ripple effect of financial crisis
	

	Impact on industrial economies
	


Reactions

1. What are some examples of "economic nationalism"? How effective were these measures?
2. What was the impact of the depression on attitudes toward women?
3. How did the Great Depression create personal suffering?  How did this impact society?
4. Why did governments initially avoid intervening in the capitalist system?
5. What did John Maynard Keynes recommend as a solution to the economic crisis? How did the New Deal of President Roosevelt exemplify this solution?

Challenges to the Liberal Order (pp.  990-1001)

Communism in Russia

Describe the political and economic characteristics of each of these phases of the Soviet Union’s development

	Civil War/War Communism
	New Economic Policy
	Stalin and Five Year Plans

	
	
	


1.  How did Stalin deal with opponents?  

Fascism
2.  Where did fascism develop?  Where did other fascist movements spring up?
3. Fascist ideas:

a. Attractive to:                                                                      Because:         

b.  Role of the state

c.  Nationalism

d.  Militarism

Italian Fascism

	Causes
	Rise of Mussolini
	Characteristics of Fascist State

	1.

2.

3.

4.


	
	


German National Socialism
4.  What problems was Germany facing in the 1920s?  What was blamed for these problems?
5.  How did Nazis gain power?  Once in power, how did they change Germany?

6.  Read the excerpt from Hitler’s Mein Kampf on p. 998.  
a. What ideas did he have about the Aryan race?
b. How did Nazis attempt to increase births of “racially valuable” children?

c. How did the German government attempt to rid the society of those that did not meet the Nazi ideal?

7.  How did Nazi Germany attempt to suppress Germany’s Jewish population? 
